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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical 
Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The 
Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in 
the continental United States. 

secause of the desirability of placing the information 
in circulation at the earliest possible time following its 
receipt, figures are in general shown herein as reported. 
Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported 
figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (J). 


MCRRIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes 
(disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for 
injuries and for a few specific diseases, These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with 
corresponding ratesin annual and monthly reports. Such annu- 
al rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per 
thousand mean strength which would occur over a year's time 
if the current week's experience continued for a year, 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more 
common communicable and certain other diseases of special in- 
terest. Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer 
communicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end 
of the weekper thousand strength as given in this report fur- 
nishesan approximation to the current non-effective rate. The 
mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given 
in the summary table for the total United States and for each 
of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 

Included in the report is a table listing the stations 
(having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbid- 
ity rates from all causes, from all diseases combined, from 
injuries and from a few specific diseases, Not infrequently, 
the excessively high rates of admission forall causes and 
for all diseases combined reported from reception centers re- 
flect a large number of venereal disease cases among newly 
inducted men. Therefore, more significant of high morbidity 
from disease are the rates of admission for disease excluding 
venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates 
are also shown in the table, 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms 
of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds 
"available vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is 
defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the correspond 
ing beds occupied. The number of beds "available vacant" for 
each Service Command is the total of the beds “available va- 
cant" for only those stations in which 80% of the total bed 
capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds in dispensaries, con- 
valescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college 
or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in 
addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of 
during the week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or other- 
wise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (in- 
cluding convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the 
hospital has convalescent facilities, the letters (CF) appear 
after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent 
for the most part discharges on account of disability. In the 
case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently ad- 
mitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there 
is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during 
the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less dispostions by 
transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the 
number of battle casualties evacuated to the United States from 
overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind 
that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not 
reliable, For this reason the symbol (7?) is placed after ad- 
mission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 

Where part or all of the current week's data for a parte 
icular station has not been received, the latest available fig- 
ures are substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed 
after the name of the station, 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 10 MARCH 194) 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 
CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAY, UNITED STATES 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases combined 


both decreased slightly for the third consecutive week, reflecting chiefly corresponding declines in morbidity 
from colds, influenza, etc. The general trend of morbidity from all causes and from disease has thus far in 
194) been steadily downward, with admission rates well below those for the corresponding period in 193, when 
they remained practically level until the latter part of March. For the week ending 10 March 194 the admission 
rate from all causes was reported at 717 per year per thousand, while the admission rate from disease was re- 
ported at 650 per year, both being about 28 percent below the corresponding rates for the week ending 12 March 
1943. The admission rate from injury continued on the low level which has prevailed in recent months. 


Respiratory Causes: 


The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. continued downward and for the week ending 10 March 19) was 
reported at 231 per year per thousand, or about ) percent lower than for the preceding week. Since about the 
middle of January 19), morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. has been about 35 percent below that recorded for 
the corresponding period of 193. The admission rate from all forms of pneumonia declined to 16 per thousand, 
which is about 10 percent under the preceding week's rate and about 35 percent under the rate for the correspond 
ing week of 19)3. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

New cases of measles registered a sharp drop, but new cases of mumps increased to the highest weekly total 
reported in 19) and new cases of scarlet fever rose practically to the record figure reported for the week end- 
ing 25 February 19. The number of new cases of meningitis and rheumatic fever remained substantially the same 
as for the preceding week. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND: 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
Substantial declines in morbidity from all causes and from disease were registered in the First and Sixth 
Service Commands. The other Service Commands reported relatively insignificant changes in morbidity. In the 


First Service Command the decrease in the admission rates reflected chiefly the subsidence of an outbreak of 
food-poisoning at Bradley Field, Conn., which had been responsible for the sharp increase in morbidity in the 
First Service Command during the week ending 3 March 19. The decline in the admission rate for the Sixth 
Service Command was in part attributable to lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. and also to sharply low- 
er injury admissions. Nevertheless, the Sixth Service Command continued to report the highest admission rate 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 10 MARCH 194) 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT'D) 


Respiratory Causes: 


The largest decrease in the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. (about 9 percent) was reported 
by the Sixth Service Command. The First, Third, and Fifth Service Commands also showed significantly 
lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. Only the Military District of Washington and the Second Ser- 
vice Command reported slightly higher admission rates from these causes. The Seventh Service Command 
continued to experience the highest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. (15 per thousand), while the 
lowest admission rate from these causes (166 per thousand) was again reported by the Eighth Service Com- 
mand. The Third Service Command and the Military District of Washington reported substantial declines in 
morbidity from pneumonia. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

A sharp rise in morbidity from venereal disease (excluding EPTI cases) was recorded for the Sixth 
Service Command, which as a result showed the highest morbidity from these causes (lO per thousand) for 
the week ending 10 March 19)}. New cases of measles showed substantial decreases in the Fourth, Eighth, 
and Third Service Commands. The increase in the number of new cases of mumps was distributed fairly uni- 
formly throughout the country; however more than a third of the new cases occurred in the Fourth Service 
Command. The Seventh and Ninth Service Commands each reported 100 or more new cases of scarlet fever, but 
the largest increases in new cases were recorded in the Ninth and Fourth Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES: | 

Greensboro > Ne Ce continued to report by far, the highest admission rates from all causes, from 
disease, and from colds, influenza, etc. because of their policy of hospitalizing minor respiratory ail- 
ments as a preventative measure. Among the other stations with high admission rates from all causes were 
two reception centers (Ft. Sheridan, Ill. and Camp Upton, N.Y.) which had high morbidity due to venereal 
EPTI cases and one station (Camp Abbot, Ore.) with high morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. The 
Tennesse Maneuver Area continued to report high morbidity from injury and Sioux Falls, S.D. again reported 
a very high admission rate from pneumonia. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 

The total bed capacity as of 10 March 19) was reported at 382,000 or 2,000 less than at the end of 
the previous week. The number of beds occupied was just over 164,000 or 1,000 less than at the end of the 
previous week, while the number of "available vacant" beds increased to 12,000. There were 1 stations 
with bed capacity of about )).500 having no "available vacant" beds; no General Hospital was included amo 
these stations. On 10 March 194 there were 2071 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 1 
of which had presumably been acquired outside the U.S. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining at 
end of week was reported at 16,917 while the number of tuberculosis cases remainin; totaled 1132. 
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Volume IV Report Wo. 10 «= LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


Week Ending 10 March 1944 RESTRICTED 
MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) 
(2) 


1-Shanks, Cp., N. Y. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 


DIPHTHERIA (4) POLIOMYELITIS (7) TYPHUS FEVER (2) JAUNDICE (43) COCCIDIOIM*YYCOSIS (18) 


l-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 1-Tyson, Cp., Tenn. 
1-Thomas, Ft., Ky. 3-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
1-F. E. Warren, Ft., Wvo.|3-Canyon, Tex. 350th CTD 
l-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 


1-Bergstrom Fld., Tex. 1-Bradlev Fld., Conn. 

l-Laredo, AAB, Tex. 1-Cushing G.H., Mass. l-Lemoore, AAF, Calif. 
2-Edward, Cp., Masse 3-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 
1-Pr.sque Isle, AAF, Me. | 8-Williams Fld., Arize 
l-Hamilton, Ft., Ne <. 
2-Yilmer, Cp., N. J. 
1-Yonmouth, Ft., N. Je Delayed Reports: 
l-Lan7ley Fld., Va. Week ending 3/3 

MALTA FSV=R (1) UNDULANT FEVER (2) 1-Richmond, AAB, Vas F i 

(160) i oi bl ————— 1-Coral Gables, AAF, Reg.| 5-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 

le-Benning, Ft., Ga. 1-Drew Fld., Fla. l-Charleston, AAF, S. C. Hosp. #1, Fla. 

21-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 1-Baxter G.H., Wash. 1-Dale Mabry Fid., Fila. 

22=Truax Fli., Wis. anogneens Tess: Ses 

52-Chanute Fld., Ea i AP 1-Gulfport,Fld., Miss. 

33-Kearns, Cp., Utah 1-Hunter Fld., Ga. 

14-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 2-Jackson, Ft., S. C. 

3-Keesler Fld., Miss. 

1-McCain, Cp., Miss. 

l1-Marianna, AAF, Fla. 

1-Criando, AAFTC, Fla. 

1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 

1-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 

1-Truax Fld., Wis. 


1-Gardner Fld., Calif. 


MENINGITIS LYMPHATIC STREPTOCOCCAL SOR! THRCAT} 


1-Riley, Ft., Kans. 


GERMAN MEASLES (322) SMALLPOX (1) TETANUS (1) FILARIASIS (2) 


1-Statesboro, AAF, Ga. 


62-Benning, Ft., Ga. 1-Carlisle Bks., Pa. 2-Stewart, Cp., Gas 


10-Brare, Fte, Ne C. 
10-Croft, Cp., S. C. 
14-Greensboro, BIC, N.C. 
46-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
24-Bucklev Fld., Colo. 
14-Crowder, Cp., Colo. 
14-Lincoln, AAF, Nebr. 
11-Sioux Falls, AAF, S.D, 
28-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
33-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 
17-San Antonio, Tex. 
Avn. Cdt. Ctr. 
28-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 
ll-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


RESTRICTED 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 
(40) 
10-Tenn. Maneuver Area, 
Tenne 
30-Mountain Home, AAF, ~ 
Idaho 


TRACHOMA (2) 


1-Drew Fld., Fla. 
1-Biges Fld., Tex. 


i St we 


2-Garden City, AAF, Kans 
l-Lowry Fld., Colo. 
1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
1-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 
l-Lafayette, La. 70th 
AAFCPS 
l-Lake Charles, AAF, La. 
l-New Orleans, PoE, La. 
l-Baker, Ft., Calif. 
l1-March Fld., Calif. 
2-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


Delaved Reports: 
Week ending 3/3 


1-Boca Raton, AAF, Fla. 
5-Ord, Ft., Calif. 
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FOR WEEK ENDING 25 FEBRUARY 1944 


COMMENT ON ADMISSION RATES TO HOSPITAL AND TO QUARTERS 


For the week ending 25 February 1944, a special study was made to develop admission rates from disease and 
from injury, separately for cases which involved hospitalization and for those which involved confinement to quar~ 
ters only. Accordingly the data have been tabulated so as to include with admissions to hospital all cases origi- 
nally admitted to quarters and then transferred to hospital. This procedure gives a reasonably accurate picture o 
the aggregate admission rate to hospital and the net admission rate to quarters for cases confined to quarters only 

For the continental United States as a whole the admission rate from all causes of 772 per thousand strength 
was found to be composed of a rate of 694 per thousand for hospital admissions and a rate of 78 per thousand 
strength for quarters admissions, as defined above. Thus only 10 percent of the total admissions were cases invol 
ving confinement in quarters exclusively. This same proportion held for both disease admissions and injury 
admissions. 

As compared with the week ending 28 January 1944, when admissions involving confinement to quarters only made 
up 13 percent of the total admissions, the corresponding figure for the current week is lower for several reasons. 
First, several large stations which had been reporting certain hospital cases incorrectly as quarters cases sub-= 
mitted correct reports for the current week. Second, the admission rate for respiratory diseases was lower in Feb- 
ruary than in January, and this cause constitutes a sizeable proportion of quarters cases. 

The relative proportion of the total admissions which involved confinement to quarters only varied from a high 
of 20 percent in the First Service Command and the Military District of “lashington to a low of 8 percent in the 
Sixth, Eighth and Ninth Service Commands. The Third Service Command showed 16 percent of the total admissions as 
quarters cases exclusively. The other Service Commands all reported such admissions in the neighborhood of 10 per 
cent of the total. 

Under normal conditions large stations tend to have relatively few quarters admissions, such treatment being 
reserved largely for cases involving definitely minor ailments. “hen hospitel facilities are over-—loaded, as in 
times of high morbidity from common respiratory diseases, a considerable proportion of the respiratory cases might 
be given treatment in quarters. Certain types of units, chiefly general dispensaries in the large cities and 
colleze training units, report a sizeable proportion of patients as confined to quarters, because they are frequen 
ly not located near a station hospital and therefore tend to treat their patients in quarters or dispensaries. 

The following stations, all with strength of 5000 or over, had quarters adnission rates from all causes come 
bined in excess of 600 per thousand: Greensboro, NeS. BIC, Fte Des Moines, Iowa, Ft. Eustis, Va. and Ft, Oglethorpe, 
G&ae The very high admission rate for Greensooro, Neo. reflects that camp's policy of treating a substantial pro- 
portion of common respiratory cases by short confinement to quarters, as a preventative measure, It is noteworthy 
that both Ft. Oglethorpe and Ft. Des Moines are predominantly composed of “AC personnel. 

For units with streneth of under 5000, admissions involving confinement to quarters exclusively accounted for 
20 percent of the total admissions reported by such units, in contract with a corresponding figure of only 7 per= 
cent for larger units. The First Service Command reported a relatively high proportion of quarters cases because 
about 1/3 of its strength was in small units which had a relatively hizh pronortion of qiarters cases (about 35%). 
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